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TO THE PUBLIC, 


THE proprietor of this periodical finding its circulation cramped, in 
consequence of the difficulty of forwarding it to those country towns in which: 
there are few Jews, and, also, for the purpose of enabling country subscribers 
to receive it on the day of publication, intends having a quantity 
stamped, for transmission post Free. ‘These will be charged T'wo-pence 
halfpenny each—or to subscribers in advance, halfa guinea a year, for one 

copy weekly ; one guinea for two copies weekly, and so on. The advan- 
tages of this plan will at once suggest themselves, and it is confidently hoped 
every Jew who desires to maintain a Jewish Press, will avail himself of it. 
Those who feel disposed to advertise in the Jewish Chronicle, can have, in 
succession, seven repetitions of an advertisement (charged at the lowest pos- 
sible price) by paying for six in advance, 


EXPOSITION OF THE PORTIONS READ DURING THE FIRST 
: SIX DAYS OF PASSOVER. | 


Ow the first day we read from chapter 12, verse 21 (Exodus) to the end of 
the chapter.—We do so because the passage contains, ‘st, an account of the 
miraculous departure from Egypt, in commemoration of which we observe 
the festival of PUD, and, 2nd, it gives us the reason for our eating un- 

- leavened bread, as a memorial of the bread eaten by our ancestors during 
their journey to the Red Sea. We are told, in this section, that we are 
perpetually, throughout all our generations, to observe the festival as a tribute 
of our gratitude to Almighty God for His merciful interposition in our behalf: 
we are further desired to instruct.our children in the customs of tle Passover, 
and to tell them the particulars of the smiting of the first-born of the Egyptians 
(from the first-born of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, to the first-born of the 
eaptive that was in the dungeon) and the sparing of the Israelites ; and, lastly, 
in reference to the celebration of the Passover, we are enjoined that all Jews 
‘iving in one house shall assemble together—the man servant and the master, 
ihe maid servant and the mistress: this ordination, though, perhaps, in 
the eyes of some, the least important one connected with the PDS, is still 

ene that deserves the particular attention of all Jews, as it cannot fail to pro- 
note a good understanding between the rich and the humble, between the 
tee and the dependent ;—besides, it will in a great measure, remove the 


feeling of degradation that every one must, more or less, possess in servitude, 
"hen he sees that, by the eyes of God, he is equally regarded with him for 
hom he labours; this cannut fail to give the servant a better idea of the 
iponsibility of his position as a reasonable creature, and while it exalts his 
haracter as a moral and intellectual being, it will also make him more satis- 
i with his humble lot, and less disposed toy murmur at the wise decrees 
Providence. 
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On the second day of the festival we read from Leviticus, commencing at 
chapter 22, verse 26, and ending at the conclusion of chapter 23rd. This 
section contains an account of the festivals and solemn days appointed by 
God to be observed during the year, and is peculiarly appropriate at this 
period, which is regarded as the first holy ‘convocation in the year, and by 
which all others are regulated, in as much as it serves to recall to ovr minds 
the many miracles wrought in our behalf on the various occasions of our 
appointed days, and, therefore, tends to strengthen the feeling of devotion 
within us, 

On the third day we read fron verse 1 to verse 16, both inclusive 
of the 13th chapter of Exudus.. This portion contains the ordinances 
relative to the male first-born of everything that is Jewish, or that belongs to 
Jews. This is, likewise, appropriate at a period when the saving of our first- 
born, while those of Egypt were destroyed, gives us a convincing ; roof of 
the favor in which our ancestors were held by Providence. 

On the fourth day we commence at the 25th verse of the 22nd chapter of 
Exodus, and end the 19th verse of the 23rd chapter, This portion contains 
many of those laws which are necessary to the preservation of union among 
mankind—such as those forbidding oppr ssion of the poor, falsehood in 
bearing witness, and ill treatment of strangers; if, likewise, gives a sum- 


mary account of the three festivals, the observance of the sabbath, and 


the and is, therefore, also appropriate as being likely to impress. 


ou our minds, not only our duty to God, ‘but, also, to our fellow-creatures. : 


On the fifth day we commence at verse 1, and end verse 26, of the 34th 
chapter of Exodus. This portion, ow which we late'y commented, contuns 
an account of the engraving of the ten commandments on the second tables of 
stone, and vives the particulars of God's deigning to speak to His faithful 
servant Moses, as it were, face to face: it, likewise, enumerates the thirteen 
attributes of the Divinity. As we stated before, we cannot sufficiently re 
commend the serious attention of our readers to this part of the law, as we 
know of none more calculated to awaken feelings of devotion and adoration, 
none more likely to inspire veneration for our great prophet Moses. This 
paragraph, likewise, gives a brief account of the festivals. 

On the sixth day we commence verse I, and finish verse 14, of the 9th 
chapter of Numbers. This portion, likewise, contains an account of the fes- 
tival of Passover, and gives directions as to how those who, while travelling, 
are precluded from observing it at the proper season, are to keep it on the 
eve of the fourteenth day of the second month instead of the first. 

On the whole, there is not one portion read on any of the six days, that is 
not materially conrected with the observance of the festival, each one is, 


~ 
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therefore, entitled te our strictest attention, and becomes a feature of im- 
portance, by its calling to our minds the duties it is incumbent on us to 
perform on this the anniversary of the departure from Egypt. 


On the sixteenth day of the month Nisan, a sheaf of the grain first ripened 
was annually offered as a sacrifice to God, during the existence of the temple; 
from that day a period of seven weeks (complete) was reckoned, at the ter- 


mination of which was celebrated the feast of weeks. Although, in our 


captivity this offering has ceased, we still preserve the memory of it by 
counting the appointed time daily, during the evening service: this is 
termed 3p) (omer) from the name of the measure of wheat presented at 
ithe temple ; and the recollection of it, and consequent numbering of the omer 
is incumbent upon every true Israelite. 


an 
(Concluded from page 100) 


Fame is the only inheritance that a man possesses after his departure from 
this world. He who has amassed wealth takes it not with him to the tomb, 
therefore, is it vanity to seek it, except in conjunction with that which will 
make it benefi ial, and that is religion ; the same may be said of personal 
aggrandizement and mundane honors—but with fame, the idol of the young, 
the day dream of the poet, the halo that gives nerve to the painter, grace to 
the sculptor, and harmony to the musician; with deathless and undying 
fame it is somewhat different, and, therefore, we will pause to consider it: 
though, like all else that belongs to this world, it is vanity. Let us suppose 
a man to have toiled likea slave through long, through unnumbered years, 
to gain himself a repntation—what does he acqaire but a shadow, tha. when 
the substance that reflected it is gone—vanishes also: say, however, that he 
has not worked for to-day, but for posterity; what then? will not his name 
eodure for ever? and is not thata lotto be envied? Alas! no, say he bea 
soldier, we admire him as the brave patriot, but we shudder as we recol'ect 
that he waded to the pinnacle of his glory over the mangled carcases of 
wyrials of his fellow-creatures. Say he be a statesman, we are startled by 
his eloquence, which, like a rushing torrent, carried all before it; we con- 
template, wilt satisfaction, his efforts in the enactment of beneficial law:— 
hut while we ponder on this, we must, likewise, bear in mind that he worked 
for money, and that party feeling was ever his pilot, 
he was ether a despot, a weak vaccillating fool, the tool of base flatterers and 
haughty favorites, a madman, a conqueror, (and in these capacities despi- 
eabl>) or he was a good and humane ruler, only anxious for the prosperity 
of his subjects, what then—he, perhaps, has purchased a deathless fame, 
butit has been one a quired by what is the foundation of all happiness--- 
virtue, But how different is the lot of him who has made the knowledge of 
God his study, whose midnight vigils have been passed, not in the amassing 
nt hording of wealth, but o'er the book of truth: whose hours of recreation 
have Leen spent, notin selfish gratifications, nor passionate enjoyments, but 
in benefitting his fellow-creatures, whose morning task has been to thank 
God for having preserved him during the past night, and to pray of Him to 
guide him during tke coming day, whose diurnal occupation has heeu, not 
the repetition of yesterday's sins, to be atoned for by an evening orison, but 
the practice of good deeds by stealth, and the setting ofa bright example to 
those around him, whose nightly duty it has been to review with a watchful 
and scrutinizing eye the occurrences of the day, so that those of the morrow 
may, if possible, be of a more beneficial tendency ;---such, such are the 
occupations of the man of piety, such is the career whose end is not vanity. 
~ In the hearts cf thousands shall he live, in the memories of myriads of genera- 
tions, yet unborn, shall his goodness be shrined: to him life has indeed been 
a preparation for death—to him death, the ruthless tyrant to the wicked, has 
been as the dove to Noah, bringing hope and sweet cunsolation for the future. 
Man may distinguish himself in science, may be the great luminary of his 
age, but if virtue, if religion do not shed a lustre on his talent, a new star 
wll arise and eclipse his transient glory ;—but who shall obliterate, nay, who 


shall even shroud the light of piety? Is it notas the sun to our system? 


_ sometimes it may be partially veiled by an inferior orb, but it never wholly 
disappears; is it not like that glorious work of creation, the source of benign 
comfort to all that feel the warmth of its beams ? Ah! yes, it is, indeed, and 
blessed are they who bask beneath its rays. 


Say he be a sovereign, © 


| 


eternal life, 


Asa proof that I have advanced nothing here in which I am not borne out 
by holy writ, I shall cite a few passages which tend to illustrate my subject. 
King Solomon says “ The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is vanity”. 
What is here meant by “a lying tongue” but wickedness generally, fraud, 
deceit, oppression. The inspired writer further remarks “ Wealth gotten 
by vanity shall be decreased”. tle who amasses riches by foul means, 
and who, for the acquirement of them, walks not in the ways of Ged, he 
shall lose the treasure for which he has laboured, and others shall riot in his 
ill-gotten spoil. King David says ‘‘ Man is like to vanity—his days are as 
a shadow that passeth away’. Does not this prove what I have said, that 
life is but an empty dream, which, like the flying phantom, leaves not\a trace 
behind. Yea, all is vanity. The preacher has said ‘1 looked on alk the 
works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had labouied te 
do, and, behold, all was vanity”, ‘ He that loveth silver shall not be 
satisfied with it, nor he that loveth abundance, with increase ;—this, also, ig 
vanity”. “ A man to whom God hath given wealth, riches, and honour, s¢ 
that he wanteth nothing, yet, if God giveth him not the power to eat thereof— 
this, also, is vanity”. These, and many similar examples of the nature of 
vanity, at once, establish the dcctrine I have endeavoured to inculcate 
that all is vanity, that is al!—save religion; let us see if in this, tuo, 
the wise monarch also bears me out. He observes, after enumerating all 
the vanities incident to human nature “ Fear God and keep [is command- 
ments, for that isthe whole duty of man”. And is not this piety, the end, 
the aim, the crown of our existence? To conclude: the most glorious career 
man can carve for himself, unblessed by piety, may be compared to a vast 
edifice whose foundation is amid the rush of mighty waters, it may tower 
awhile, and raise its lofty head tothe clouds, but the destructive current is 
undermining its base—it will topple and fall—and not even its ruins shall 
mark its s ite, for they shall be swept away by the everlasting tide :~but he 
whose way has been the way of God, who has been humble, seeking rather to 
atiract by his mild radiance, than to dazzle by his metecric glare, he may 
be likened tu a rock which ill stand the passage of ages and still remain up- 
moved—a rude hand or a rough blast may shiver a few fragments—its head 
may, fora time be enveloped in the overhanging clouds, but the sun wil 
again restore all---the rock will still exist ; so is it with the righteous man--- 
throughout unnumbered generations shall he live ,spiritually, though not 
corporeally) and no lapse of time shall blot out his name frum the Look of 
“The righteous shall flourish like the palm, they shall grow like 


the cedar in Lebanon, planted in the house of the Lord, in the courts of our 
God shall they flourish.” 


ODE TO THE STATUE OF MOSES, 
The Masterpiece of Michael Angelo. 
Statue! whose giant limbs 
Old Bounarotti planned, 
. And Genius carved with meditative hand, 
Thy dazzling radiance dims. 
The best and brightest boast of sculpture’s favorite lend. 


What dignity adorns 
: That beard’s prodigious sweep ? 
That forehead, awful with mys'erious horns 
| And cogitation deep 
Of some uncommon mind the rapt beholder warns. 


In that proud semblance, well 

My soul can recognize 
The prophet fresh from converse with the skies ; ; 

Nor is it hard to tell 
The liberator’s name, the guide of Israel. 
| Well might the deep respond 

‘Obedient to that voice, | 
When on the Red Sea shore he waved his wand 

And bade the tribes rejoice, 
Saved from the yawning gulf and the Egyptian’s bond ! 


Fools! in the wilderness 
Ye raised a calf of gold, 

Had ye then worshipped what I now behold 
Your crime had been far less.-- 

For ye had bent the knee to one of godlike mould! 


(Freser:) 


| 
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JEWS’ INFANT SCHOOL. 


On referring to the report of this institution for the year 1841, we find the 
following sentence ; ‘‘ It is impossible fully to estimate the advantages which 
may result to the poor from the establishment of this interesting school ; they 
will rejoice to observe that their children are being instructed in the principles 
and observations of our faith, as taught in our other institutions, which will 
be inculcated and explained with perseverance, and with a circumspection 
that must be satisfactory to every member of the community”, Coupling the 
assertion contained in this paragraph with the assurance given by FP. H. Gold- 
smid, Esq., president of this institution, that no religious principles of his 
should be allowed to interfere in the discharge of his duty to the charity, 
we are led to hope that a difference of opinion on matters of faith will not be 
allowed to militate against a cause that deserves all the encouragement the 
best of feelings can grant it—we mean the holy cause of an institution des- 
tined to implant in the tender mind of the infant the happy seeds of piety 
and virtue. The passage we have cited above gives a certain warrant for the 
correctness of the principles that actuate the committee, and we entertain. too 
much respect for the private character of the learned president to suppose him 
capable of acting in any way in opposition to the wishes of his fellow labour- 
ers in the good cause; we, therefore, as we said before, sincerely trust that 
the charity will not be permitted to suffer, because some may happen to 
(differ from its president in religious tenets; let those (if, indeed, there be 
any) who would allow such 4 consideration to tighten their purse strings, or 
close their banker's book, remember that they are not resenting the supposed 
violence done to the principles, but revenging themselves on the hapless 
infants whom the want of their support would deprive of the means of ac- 
quiring information. 


We are enemies to abuses ef all kinds; let them exist in whatever quarter 
they may, we shall always raise our voice against them: we are led to make 
these remarks in eonsequence of the dreadful state in which our synagogues 
have ben for the last two Saturdays during the time of the reading of the 


law. Oo prayers did not terminate till nearly one o'clock, 


on PVT NAW syuagogue was also out at a late hour, which was prin- 
eipally owing to the unnecessary celay that took place during the reading of 


the law, in consequence of the parade made by those’ who were (as it is | 


termed) calied up in their offerings to charity. It is true that our institu- 
tions must be supported, butif the genuine spirit of benevolence actuate those 
who give towards their maintenance, they would as willingly do so without 
ostentation, as in the unmeaning manner in which money is now offered ; for 
instead of a man's offering, at once, all he intends to bestow (for the benefit 
of the whole congregation) he must look round the ‘synagogue and observe 
how many acquaintances or friends he has present, that each may come in 
for a paltry compliment, 

Who builds a church to God and not to fame, 

W..]l never mark the marble with his name 

By this retail system of dispensing half-crowns much time is lost, the con- 

sregation are obliged to remain seated for one or two hours, and in the absence 
of any prayers to repeat, are thrown on their own resources to prevent sleep 
overtaking them; and what is the result? we say it with regret, with shame, 
the price of Spanish is discussed, the state of the weather analized, the 
arrival of the Jamaica packet announced, Mrs. and family inquired 


after: discourses of these kinds ensue, devotional feelings are forgotten, and — 


the synagogue instead of containing an assemblage of beimgs devcutly offering 
their orisons to the fountain of mercy, would present to the eye of a visitor a 


collection of men occupied in the ordinary transactions of every day life. 


‘This is an abuse that calls for aa instantaneous remedy—more especially at a 
time when there are so many alterations, when the loss of a member may 
not be from one synagogue tu another, but from us to the British Jews; and 
we, therefore, trust to see the system of offering so curtailed, as that, while 
charity does not suffer, the congregation will not be detained tll half the 
sabbath is expired ere they can break their fasts. We are no restrictors of 
prayers, so long as communion with the Almighty is the occupation in the 
synagogue—so long, we say, let synagogue continue—but let no worldly 
business be allowed to desecrate it; better that prayers should terminate at 
eleven, and some should go to their counting houses to read their post letters, 


and send out their bills for aceeptance, than that prayers should be ua. — 


necessarily delayed till one, & that merchants should be called from synagogue 
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for the purposes we have just named. We trust these remarks will be taken 
inthe spirit in which they are written; we desire to see our religion de- 
prived of the dust which, from long neglect, has accumulated upon it; but 
we only do so that the beauty of the original structure may be the more 
apparent when all that is base is swept from it. 


REVIEWS, 
MD 
Is the oral taw of divine origin, and, therefore binding upon the Jews? 
By onk oF THeMsetves.——2%s, Weatuemwer & Co. 

We hailed the appearance of this work with the most lively satisfaction, 
and the perusal of it has given usa convineing proof of the talent of its 
author, Prepared as we were before hand, to believe in the divinity of the 
oral law, we were yet mere deeply impressed with the conviction upon a 
digest of the arguments adduced, in support of the position taken, To: give 
extracts from the work would be to mar the effect produed by the whole, for 
we should ‘necessarily be obliged to break the chain of reasoning adopted, 
and this 1s so closely connected, so summary, and so forcible, that to attcmmpt 
to separate would be to destroy the harmony of the whole. The form of 
the reasoning is responsive, that is, the objections against the divinity of the 
oral law are laid down and then severally replied to; they are divided into 
four, as follows: Ist. That there is ng occasion for an oral law, at all —the 
written law being perfect in itself, amd not requiring any further elucidation, 
(Psalms 19, verse 8.) “The law of the Lord is perfect’; and, that, if the 
want of precision and distinctness be a defect in any code of human laws. 
such a want would be a still greater defeet in a code, having the source of 
wisdom for its. origin. 

2nd, That were even the necessity for supplementary enactments, in a di- 
tion to the written law, conceded to exist, the talmud could not furnish suc!. 
both as regards its internal and external evidence. 

3rd. That not only do the scriptures centain no allusion to the oral law, 
bit, on the contrary, they expressly prohibit the admission of any law other 
than that laid down in the pentateuch. | 

4th. That the recognition of the talmud as authority, cannot be allowe!, 
even on the plea of an influence beneficial to Judaism, beeause it is the 
talmudical precepts that have degraded Jews and Judaism so much, an‘ 


which have done, and still do mischief to the Jews, in having created, and 


in still maintaining, those prejudices on the part of Christians towards them, 
the sad effects of which are still so deeply felt. | 

The first objection is answered by the elucidation of several texts from the 
pentateuch, and by the introduction of passages from the prophets, shewing 
that ifthe wr-tten law were to be the only one, that, even by them, inn vi- 
tions on it had been made, and from proofs given, deducing the necessity 


for an oral law, which, when the second objection is canvassed, is expressly _ 


shown to be embodied in the talmud. The tlird objection is refuted by a 


proof that although no direct allusion to the oral law appears distinctly in tie 


written law, that still it is evident, from several passages which are quited, 
there must have’been one, otherwise the passages would contain directions 
which had no bearing en the context, and for which, were the written law 
by itself perfect, there could be no necessity. ihe fourth objection, which 
the author correctly states to involve a separate question, is, likewise, very 
ably answered. On the whole, the work (the success of which is, perhaps, 
the best criterion of its value) contains much that is valuable, nothing super- 
fluous: the author, at its commencement, disclaims all urnecessary display 
of eloquence, thinking, no doubt, “ that truth unadorned is adorned the 
most”, and he has scrupulously adhered to alozical form of reasoning 
throughout—the mind is not led through a Cevious maze of unieecssary 
words---the plain straight forward, but at the same time, smooth roa] js 
adopted, ind the conclusion arrived at is the best test of the correctness of 
the path tredden. We expect to find the 5 S75 Tw in the hands 
of every Jew; the price being sufficiently low two place it within the reach 
of every one. | 


THE CHEAP JEWISH LIBRARY. 
Dedicated to the WorkingClasees.-- No 3, The Birth Day. No. 4, TheGreet Murt 
The price of these little works, which has been reduced from 3d. and 4d. 
to 1d. and 2d.---did they possess no other recommendation, should at once 
induce every one to purchase them ; but when we state that, in additien to 
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their cheapness, they contain wholesome moral lessons, pleasingty tol, 
sound instructions, conveyed in a manner to appeal to the feelings of all 
classes, we feel assured we have said enough to induce every lover of reading 
to support the authoresses in carrying out their benevolent and laudable in- 
tentions---we Say aithoresses, because we have every reason to believe, nay, 


we know these books ars written by ladies; there is in them a delicacy ot 


sentiment, a refinement ani purity of thought which could only emanate 
from elevated female minds. We regret much that our limits will not permit 
us to do aniple justice to ther efforts in behalf of their humble brethren, and 
which we hope to see appreciated as they merit. Profit must be out of the 
question, for we should imagine the price of the book would scarcely pay 
for the paper---we, therefore, look upon the undertaking as the more 
laudable, for as itis wholly divested of self-interest, it can only arise from a 


pure love of minkind, and an ardent desire to promote their welfare. 


THREE PERIODS OF JEWISIL HISTORY. 
(Continued). 

“Tt thank you Reuben, you have spared me a pang; say you will do this, 
kindly—gentiy.” 

“No Judas, [ go with you, in this undertaking.” 

would not have it so. entreat thee, leave me; would not expose 
drt, to. this unequal confiret. 1 commend thee for thy 
anxiety to try thy sword—but not now, Reuben. | Lnow not why it is, that 
f feel this anxiety—this more than common friendship toward thee; 4 


month has hardiv passed, since first you proflered me your services, since 


thee, Youn? as t! 


then you have followed me in all my movements, with a constanc’, strange 


mone so young. | again ask thee, who are thy friends ?—w hat the cause oF 


thy joining the camp ?” 

‘““ Have I not told thee,” replied Reuber, “ I am friendless and an orphan, 
the kindred misfortunes had left me; Ihave cast from me, by my folly, by 
passions foolish and criminal, but which I could not controul ;—a-k me no 


more—but, to thy task, Judas, heed you not—time flies apace—uand | ain 


** I need thy rebuke; yet my delay was for thy sake ;—since thou wilt fol- 
low, Heaven guard thee. 

The companions gave the spurs to their steeds, and rapidly rode onwaid ; 
each, for some time, seemed absorbed in meditation. Judas ‘vas again the 
hrst one to speak. “IT was thinking, Reuben, on one, who now perhaps is 
anxtously noting the moments of my absence : vet dreams not of my present 
task. % Whar auXiety is not spared by this ignorance !—and yet | have lieard, 


that hie wlio. einives Build hopes on woman's affections, raises a struc- 
fure ona quicksand,” 


“Sey not so,” interrupted Reuben, ** few know the value of woman’s love. 


Itisagem, the worth of which, few who possess it, know, until too late. 
iow. difietent is it from that of man—his love, like the torrent, sweeps all 
before it, in its wild lunpetuous course: difficulties serve but to lighten its 
madness; swiftly it rashes on;—but watch its course, where ends 1t ?—in a 
Shasiow brook, gradually contracting until it becomes nothing. In woman, 
how diflerent '—a gentle unpretending stream, yet its depth cannot be 
sounded; follow its windings—it is the same. In man, love is but a part;— 
in Woman, itis the sum—the whole of her existence—neylect cannot shake 


N—nay, the very faults of him, on whom her affections are placed, sérve but 
to enhance it” 


**T fear me,” said Judas, * you have suffered—-few as have been thy years, 
from this mighty passion; but say, dos't not think that man cau love?” 

‘* Aye, and truly too,” rep.ied Reuben “ But how weak, ! ow evanescent 
is it; ittsa plant fair and goodly to the eye, yet how short the time that 
withers it—to day he is all devotion—all truth ; but a word carelessly uttered, 
er a look misplaced, and his feelings are destroyed, as though they ne’er 
existed, But the first love of woman, is a flower, that once plucked, never 
grows again; she may esteem, have friendships, but never a second time 
love. Man too often lets a feeling he mistakes for this, lead him recklessly 
en, without pause or consideration, until it becomes equally dishonorable to 
advance or recede, and thus he embitters his life; shame leaves him not, for 
same and conscience are as brothers, and where the last is we find the 
former.” | 

Keuben here stopped, for Maccabeus had not fer some time heeded him— 


Celadof Judas was bent almost to the saddle bow, as he seemed to listen 


to sounds afar off, of the meaning of which he was hardly certain; yet 
had he seer the enthusiasm in the mild eye of the speaker, he would have 
marvelled strangely. 

‘Hist,’ said Judas, “ hear ye not shouting again!—the foe is before us, 
and at work ;—look to thy arms Reuben.” The trampling of a horse’s hoofs, 
here interrupted them, and presently a horseman in the Jewish yarb, 

, came dashing down the path : to seize the bridle of the horse, and abruptly 
stop its progress, was to Judas the work of a moment. ‘ Whither comest 
and whence fleest thou? said he. 

“ Let me pass—the Syrians are on us, we sual be butchered in cold 
blood.” 

‘Coward, art thou a@ Jew, and showest these fears! Comest thou from 
the flight?” 

‘‘I. do: and am no coward ; butof what use is resistance; we are ill- 
armed, and the enemy out-numbers us; our men are falling like sheep under 
the butcher’s knife,” 7 

“Are the women and children safe ?”’ 

‘For the present, I think they are. If we had had a leader, we might 
have made some head against these Syrians.” 

Hast |-ft any one amon those who need protection —for whom thou 
hast feeling 

“] have a mother there, whom I would willingly succour with my life, 

‘but it was she persuaded me to fly.” | 

“ \Wouldst thou,” vociferated Judas, ** trust her to the protection of others, 
while thou eanst defend her. Back, back—strike another blow for her, who 
bore tuee—for thy home—thy country. Iwill go with thee, say wilt fuliow 
nie Judas Maccabeus.” 

“ Foliow thee—follow Judas, aye though I knew that every step led me 
tu my grave.” 

The three then cautiously wended their way to the conflict. 

(To be Continued) 


THE AUPTORLOGRAPHY OF A JEWISH GENTLEMAN. 
(Continued) 


Tiiou sh the leaden wings of sleep pressed heavily on my eye-lids, I de- 
clined his offer, and actually sat up two hours after I had retired: to my 
chamber, and performed my task in a way to excite the al niration oF my 
teachers. But true 1s the school-boy’s adage, “ Idieness and iznorance are 
tre parents of many vices.”” To the doubtful enquiries as to whether tle 
exercises of succeeding days were my own writing, I boldly, though, [ fet 
the blood crimson to my forehead, answered in the affirmative, conscious that 
Gomez’s persuasions had seconded my repugnance to the task, and that 
they were in fact, his performances. 

Shame, and the fear of detection, induced me still to avail myself of his 
assistance ; ant L thus incurred a debt of gratitude, for which my friendship 
seemed an ample recompense. But let it not be supposed, that even though 
young, I felt yo consciousness of the imprepriety of my conduct, nor that 
the ‘voice within’ spoke not of those derelictions from truth, which so 
strongly militated against the tenets of our holy religion, founded as it is on 
the rock of truth and godliness, From my veracity having been al nost pro- 
verbial, 1 became aw habitual liar,and though the circumstances of my 
‘alschool, were unknown, save to one; how low did I sink in ‘my own esti- 
mation. When 1 disclosed my feelings to Henriquez, le laughed at my 
folly, and I was abashed into a continued acquiescence in his assistance. I 
must, however, mention, that though this aid was professedly disinterested, 
the remnant of the old leaven was not extinct—the germ of aviurice, a lineal 
descent from sire to son, prompting his acceptance of many valuable books 
and trinkets, which, little prized by me, were received by him rather as favors 
conferred than accepted. | 

Thus passed my probationary half year, which was but a fac-simile of 
others succeeding. I retuined home in due time for our holidays, and 
although I bad mace bu: little or no progress, the self-flattering hopes of my 
father, pointed to my gradual improvement. Young Gomez had rendered 
himself necessary to me, and by his insinuating manner, had effectually 
| stolen into my esteem, Not but that I always experienced an unaccount- 
able shuddering at his approach, a kind of involuntary antipathy, to endure 


— 


his: presence. 


This state of things continued till I attained my thirteenth year, a period 
at which Jewish youth are supposed to incur self-responsibility, and con- 
sidered in all respects, as regarding religion, accountable beings receiving fu- 
ture reward for their good, or punisliment for their evil deeds, 

It is customary at this period, after the youth has been duly inducted in 
the tenets of his faith, 1o repair to the synagogue on the Sabbath next suc- 
ceeding his arriving at the prescribed age, whence, after the hearing or the 
reading of a portion of the law from the sacred manuscripts, and manifesta- 
tions of gratitude, for the kindness of Providence, expressed in voluntary 
offerings for the support of the indigent: he returns to his habitation, where 
an entertainment is prepared, commensurate with the meaus of his parents or 
friends. There are those yet living, who may remember the magnificence 
that attended the day of my confirmation, yet amid all the pomp and opu- 
lence that surrounded us, my father’s eyes glanced proudly on Juliana and 
: myself, as saying with Cornelia, ‘ These are my jewels—this my chief trea- 
sure. Of Juliana, | have already spoken ;—~she was now in all the gor- 
geous sunrise of beauty, ere’ beaming into meredian brightness. If I were 
to define her style of beauty, { should characterize it, as the proud bearing 
of the ‘ ox-eyed Juno,’ in all the consciousness of Olympus, rather taan as 
partaking in the retiring loveliness of * that bending statue that enchants the 
world.’ 

U was mysel!, though sooth to say, there are now few evideuces of the fact, 
a truly handsome youth. : | 

Well do I remember the glistening tear of gratification which sparkled in 
the eye of my father, when after receiving his paternal blessing, | was suc- 
cessively presented to his numerous guests. Censure me not, kind reader, 
for thus recalling some of the few happy hours that garlanded my threshold 
of life—the portals once passed, too soon the flowerets will fade If I re- 
ceived the encomiums o. my friends, for my personal qualifications, 1 must 
eandidly confess, that their praises of my men‘al endowments, were far more 
limited, Indeed, I was at this time, much less informed, even on. the most 
ordinary topics,than many boys considerably my juniors ; and my father, 
whom the too partial eye of indulgence, had blended to my imperfections, 
now saw wiih regret, the insufficiency of my attainments. 

On the next day, | was accordingly summoned to his presence. He was 
seated in a boudoir, which had been a favorite retreat of iny mother’s. With 
a pertinacity, that alinost amounted to odstinaty, 'e hal refused to permit a 
siigle article of its tasteful furniture to be displaced, and there in his day- 
dreams, he would sit cheating the mind with visions of by-gone bliss. Uhere 
was her guitar the chords that had oft vibrated heavedy harnony !—now 
ils strings were untuned, and the worm had eaten to the wood —1s sorrow to 
the heart. flower vase was eimpty—no!—not empty,—a heap of moul- 
dering dust, carefully preserved, was the last rose, her laad had nurtured. 
Creatures of living lizht—those golden fish had ceased to breathe, and the 
last note of her loved canary had melted in the still air. | 

My entrance roused my father from the fit of abstraction in which .he 
seemed indulging after ‘many reflections my past, and exhortations as 
to my’ future conduct, he opened a small Morocco case, and disclosed to my 
vieW a highly finished miniature of my nother. As & work of art alone, this 
portrait was of great worth—the production of a young Italian entliusiast, 
who loved his art—-wooed it—doted on it—and who died ia his young years 
—ali exile from home- fir from the sunny skies of bright Italy —away from 
his father and from his friends, and from those brilliant Titiauns--Guides and 
Corregios—the mistresses of his soul.—The clill fogs of England had 
worked his doom ! 


he withered—still painting. to the lust;---and when he 
died, there was a small sketch of the Madonna nearest his heart !——they 
said it was her he loved. | vor © 
(Z’o be continued). 
HISTORY OF THE JEWS ON THE CONTINENT. 
Continued 


Tarif, the Moor, who in 711 conquered Rodesic, the last of the Gothie 
kings in Spain, found several Jews in and about loledo. and behaved with 
great kindness to them, on account of the assistance they had rendered to 
him, in his wars, At this period, likewise, Gamata was wholly in the pos- 
session of the Jews, who were in a very flourishing condition- There is 
now a great hiatus in their history, as .or the next 250 years nothing of im- 
portance occurred to disturb them; we have the following account of them 
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Joseph, who, thouzh equa'ly“z2alous with his father, in benehtung 


115 


~ 


about the year 967, durting the reign of Hachem 1st, of Spain :---This mio- | 
narch was very anxious to promote the welfare of all classes of his subjects ; 
accordingly, two very learned Jews, named Rabbi Moses and Rabbi Enoch, 
(his son) having been taken by pirates and sold to slavery in Cordova, were 

redeemed by their brethren, who established a school, in the capital, of which 

Rabbi Moses was made teacher. Ue, however, after some time, wishing to 

return to the East, Hachem induced him to remaia, by granting him every 

-ndulgence with revard to the worship of his people, and rejoicing, that his 

Jewish subjects had instructors of their own religion, to obviate the necessity 

of sendinz thei- youth abroad, to acquire information, he strenuously sup- 

ported them. About this time also, the Hebrews of Babylon, who were 

under the cuidance of Rabbi Ga yn, having been severely persecuted there, 

led to Spain, where they were likewise kin lly 
co tinued with the Spanish Jews to flourish. 


eceivel by Hacrem, and 
Several Jewish poets and 
writers appeared, whose works are highly praised by contemporary authors. 
it appears, further, that in the year 1027, Rabbi Samuel Alivee, was by his 
sovereign, the king of Grenada, honoured with a patent of nobility, and 


called to bis council. He was a man, caleratel for his knowlelze, in all 


that was requisite to fit him fora pulitician and a religious instructor ¢ he 


continued during the whole of his life, faithfully to discharge his daties to 
the king, and obtained many privileges for his co-religionists, not oaly in 
Spain, but throuzhout Africa, Judwa, Babylon, and the East: so that where- 
ever his name. was mentioned, it was a signal for the relief of his bretirea. 


A cireu nitance oxcurreld a short tim: previous his death, red 


for the Jews a permanent settlement in Spain, tll the bigotry of religion 
eclipsed the light of freedom of conscience. Radi Ezekiel bea Jakai 
having been put to death, by order of the Moorish king Aliakem, his two 
suns flel to Grenula, where thay were kinlly receivel,anl estaolished « 
school for the study of the Talmul, on a footing never before Knows 14 
Spain. Their piety and learninz were so well known, that decrees were 
Aout 


this period took place the celebrated disputation respecting som? pissayes 


passed for enro'ling them and all other Jews, as Spanish sulyects 
in the Pentateuch, between Rabbi Asver ant Napitah, whier  at- 
tracted all the Israelites of learning to Grenada, for the purpose of assisting 

his son, Rabbi 


his breth. 


at it. Rabbi Samuel died in 1054,and was-succeelei by 
ren, Was nevertieless, a prou | an] ostentations maa; disolayiag his wealth 
on all occasions. His pride not only-causet his ova destraction, but that of 
his disciples, the congregation of Grenadian Jews---for the Moorish nobles 
becoming jealous of their riches and power, asse nviedon 
‘the 9th day of Ab) in the year 1064, and massacrel al the tleorews they 
could discover. | 
(To be continued). 

SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE JEWS IN NEW YOR, 

(From our own Correspondent.) 

There are in the United States about fifty thousand Jews, who have not 
less than forty synagogues, a convincing proof that the spirit of Judaism 
fn New York there 
are four large synagozues and ona sinall one. The Rev. S. M. Isaacs (bro- 
ther to the Rev. D..M. [eaacs oft Liverpool---par nobile fratrum) is ministe: 
of the principal conzrezation, and discharges the important duties of his 


has not been damped by its journey across the Atlantic. 


ty) secure the affection anl respect of all his flock. His sermons 


office, so as t | 
are imbued with piety and morality, and are alike levelled against the vices 
of ricn and poor: ~he knows no distinction, and he has conseqyently ex- 
There are two German synagogues in New York, both \ 
of which are weil conducted: and a Polish one for emizrants from Poland. 
The Israelites hold a very high position in the Unitel States, every office 
feovernment being open to them, one of the jndges, Major Noah, is too 
; ed any mention here. There are Jers in the post-office, 
and J. Dela Motte, Esq., of Charleston, was lately 
General of that part. The attendance at synagozue is 
si een of New York being seat occupiers, as well as seat 
holders, the synagogue ol which the Rev. Mr. Isaacs is minister, has been 
twice enlarged during the last two years, but it stall does not contain suffi- 
cient seats to accommodate all applicants ; but this we believe is principally 
owing to the high esteem in which the talents of the Rev. gentleman are held. 
Nor is this all he does tor the benefit of the community, his m rst strenuous 
endeavours are now being used to promote the great cause of religious edu- 
cation, by the establishment of a Jewish College, in which the study of 
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Hebrew Literature may be the primary feature. The temporal affairs im- 
prove with the spiritual; the synagogue in Elm-street, which two years 
since had a revenue of only 2000 dollars, has now an income of 5000; in- 
deed we are assured that many of our Transatlantic brethren would willingly 
imitate the bright examples of our Montefiore and De Rothschild, had they 
the means or the opportunity. On the whole, the situation of Jewish affairs 
in America, is highly satistactory, and must be a source of extreme gratifi- 
cation to those who take an interest in our concerns. It is a fortunate 
occurrence that two brothers should, so many thousand miles apart, be 
dispensing equal good in the same manner—the one to the Jews of New 
York, the other to those of Liverpool. 
THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS 
SINCE THE DESTRUCTION OP THE SECOND TEMPLE. 
(Continued from Ne. 3). 

Morecver, by degrees, another worship, independent of the temple, grew 
up—that of the synagogue, ‘Ihe nation still met in the great temple, for the 
purpose of national expration or thanksgiving. The invidual went there to 
make his legal offerings, or to utter his prayers in the more immediate 
presence of the God of Abraham. But besides this he had his syna- 
gogue— where, in a smaller community he assembled, with a few of his 
neighbours for divine worss:p, for prayer, and for instruction in the 
law. The latter more immediately, and gradually the former, fell entirely 
under the regulation of the learned istergreter of the law, who we may 
say, united the professions of the clergy and the law—the. clergy, con- 
sidered as public instructors ; for the law-schoul and the synagogue were 
always closely connected, if they did not form parts of the: same building. 
Thus there arose in the state the curions phenomenon of a spiritual. supre- 
macy, distinct from the priesthood ; for thcugh many of these teachers were 
actually priests and Levites, they were not vecessarily so—a supremacy 
which exercised the most unlimited dominion, not foimaily recognised by the 
constitution, but not the less reel and substantial; for it was grounded in 
the general belief, ruled by the willing obedience of its subjects, and was 
rooted in the very minds.and hearts of the people, till at length the maxim 
- was openly promulgated, ‘ The voice of the Rabbi, the voice of God.’ 


(To be continued.) 


MISCELL\NEOUS, 
STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF THE PRINCIPAL JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT ENGLAND. 

(Z'o be continucd Weekly) 


Lyxn Reors, or Kino’s Lysy, in Norfolk, was so called on account of 


iis loyalty at all times to the Crown; it was formerly fortified, but is so no 
longer. ‘The popuiation amount to 17,000, - The market days are Tuesdays 
aud Saturdays. The principal part of the trade done here, is in coals, this 
town supplying all the neig::bouring infand districts. Our nation have had 
a congregation here for nearly a century: it was established by the late 
Messis. Abranam Jones, J. Solomon, and L. and J, Goldsmid. At presoit 
there are only seven families residing here, though there are also a few of 
our brethren resident in the vicinity. The synagogue was formerly in Tower 
Sireet, but in 1026 it was removed to High-street, it is a pretty though small] 
building. ‘The burial ground is close to Mill Bridge. ‘The only charitable 
society is one tately established by tye ladies, for Clothing Poor Jewish Or- 


, 
phans. The vihcers .of the present vear are Hart Jones, Eesq., President, . 


Ii. Risch, l'sq., lreasarer, and Rev, J. Nuremburg, Reader. 


~- 


The Rey. D. Meldola delivered a Lecture on Saturday last, in the Portn- 
guese Synagogue, on the necessity of purifying the mind on the Passover, 
that everything leaven or haughty may be removed from the soul as well 
as the habitations. The Rev. ge itleman instanced the evil that had befallen 
Pharcah, Nebuchadnezzar, and Ray, Shoka, in consequence of their pride 
and obstinacy and concluded his address by an exhoration to the practice 
of piety and devotion, 


Kiubbt Aaron delivered a Discourse, as usual, on Saturday last, ou the 
on the importance of the day OW N3wv).) The learned gentleman, 
afer instancing a proof in favour of the Divinity of the Oral Law, proceeded 
to point out the necessity of purifying the heart from all worldly passions, 


and sinful desires. He stated also, that there were three things every Israe]. 
ite was bound constantly to remember and believe, viz. God, the Deliverance 
from Egypt, the Divinity of the Law, Rabbi Aaron concluded by an earnest 
appeal in favour of religion generally. 


The Rev. I. M. Myers Lectured on Saturday last, in the Hambro Syna- 
gogue. He commenced, by pointing out the mercy of God as displayed in 
the works of the creation, and showed that the oppression experienced ip 
this world, is from the wickeduess of men, and not the unkindness of God. 
He then proceeded to comment on the miracles wrought at the departure: 
from Egypt, stating that our ancestors sacrificed the lamb, because they 
were desired to show their contempt for the idolatry of the Egyptians, by 
offering one of their divinities, and concluded by calling upon his audience 
to continue in the observance of the precepts of our religion, as laid dowa 
in the Written and Oral Laws. 


CALENDAR FOR THE Week. 


Saturday 15—March 26. DTN. Section of the Law to be tread 
in Q5. Exodus chapter 12. v. 21. Portuguese begin v.14 POOH. 


Numbers c. 28. v.15. Haputorotu, Joshua c. 5. v. 2. Sabbath out— 
four minutes after seven.—I1st night of Sv. 


* Sunday 2nd . Nisan 16.. March 27..5 Levit. 
chap. 22. ver. 26. Haproreth 2 Kings. chap, 23. 


| in NS) Exodus chapter 13. ver. 21. 


in . Exod. c. 22. v. 24. 
In RV'PS. -Exod. c. 34. v. 1. 
.Nam. c. 9. ¥. 2 

Friday 7th .. April you 
mow Exod. 13. v. 17. 


Haptoroth 2 Samuel chap. 22 
Sabbath at 6 clock. 


* omit PIT and omit oy 


TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS, 
R, L, whose letter, through some uniccountalle delay, has ‘only just come 
to land; shall receive an early reply. 
M. H.S. (Southampton) We perceive on a second perusal that we mistook , 
your ineaning. Llowever, as we have begun, we musi continue the: 


title, 
A Lavy. We cannot inform you of the reason: perhaps the difference in 
English. 


M. D.C. We have to apologize for neglecting so long to reply. We re- 
gret that the subject is at present without the pale we established. 
We beg earnestly to call the attention of our Country Subscribers to our 
leading notice, as their comphance with the request therein contained, 
will at once obviate the necessity fora repetitioa- of those complaiats, 
we have lately received, respecting the late delivery of the Jewish 
Chronicle.—All Subseribers of a half a Guinea per annum, by for- 
warding their addresses to the Editor, may rely upon receiving this pa- 
per regular/y on the day of publication, 
*." We beg to announce that it is the intention of the Proprietor of this Peri- 
odical, shortly to alter the size to Octavo, so that instead of eight, it will 
consist of SIXTEEN pages, that the same quantity of matter may he given. 
It is likewise proposed, in comphance with the wishes of numerous 
subscribers, to publish the Dictionary in separate Monthly Parts, at 3d. 
each: by this means the Chronicle will be reduced to a more eonven- 
ient size, and the Dictionary be received ready for binding. 
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London:—Printed by I. Vatcentine, Jewish Chronicle Office, 132, Houndsditeh 
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Garden; Mirls, Halliwell Street, Long Milgate, Manchester; P. Abrahams, 21, 
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